
Dukes County Commissioners

Minutes

Wednesday, October 5th, 2016

4:30 p.m.

Dukes County Administration Building

9 Airport Road, Edgartown, MA

Dukes County Commissioners (DCC):  Christine Todd – Chair, David Holway – Vice Chair, John Alley, Lenny Jason, Leon Brathwaite, Tristan Israel and Gretchen Tucker Underwood  

County Staff Present: Martina Thornton – County Manager, Noreen Mavro Flanders – County Treasurer, Paulo DOliviera – Asst. Register of Deeds                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Others:  Joanie Ames – MVTV, Ann Crook – MV Airport Manager, Marc Hanover – DCC Representative to the Steamship Authority Board.   

Christine called the DCC meeting to order at 4:30PM.

Steamship Authority Update (SSA):

Marc Hanover gave the DCC an update from the summer season and the search for a new Chief Executive Officer (CEO) since Wayne Lampson announced he will be retiring soon.  A discussion was held. Tristan would like the SSA to extend the search for a new CEO beyond current employees of SSA.  Marc said that it takes a long time to train someone from outside the SSA to be the CEO but if no qualified candidates are found the SSA will expand the search. David asked Marc to research and report back to the DCC with the cost of having the SSA retain the office at the Airport for ticket sales. Moving the office is an inconvenience for people. Tristan would like to see the SSA provide more employment opportunities to Island residents. Christine asked Marc what the status of having Narcan on the SSA boats. Marc said their security advised against it because when used it only gives 20 minutes before the person has to be hospitalized and they can be very combative.  Christine said that a second dose can be administered and can save a life. Marc said he will ask the SSA again. The DCC would like to have Marc come back in a couple of months to get an update.    

Cape Cod Municipal Health Group Appointment: 

Martina said that the Melanie Becker the current appointee would like to resign her position and Bob Whritenour who is currently the alternate appointee would like to be considered to fill that position. Martina said she would advertise to fill the alternate position in January 2017.  A discussion was held. Tristan would like to have the Associate Commissioners come to a DCC meeting to give an update. 
John/Tristan made a motion to approve the appointment of Bob Whritenour as a member of the Cape Cod Municipal Health Group with the term expiring on March 28, 2017 to finish Melanie Becker’s term. So voted. All in favor. Motion carries. 

Senior Services Building – Lease Agreement with the Center for Living:

· Martina said the County Advisory Board (CAB) agreed with the DCC that the County should not be responsible for finding the Center for Living a new space should the current space be deemed unsuitable.  She also added a section that states the County could use the space after hours if necessary for other community meetings. A discussion was held.  The Center for Living Board has asked the County to pay the costs to relocate the lift in the building. Leon said the costs will be substantial. 

David/Leon made a motion to approve the lease agreement between the County and the Center for Living as presented. So voted. All in favor. Motion carries.  

Manager’s Report:

· Disclosure Regarding Center for Living: Martina read the disclosure for being on the Center for Living Board. A discussion was held. David said he would not like to have Martina serve on the Board. Martina said the legal opinion states that on she must recuse herself at their meetings unless on any County related matters she receives a waiver from the appointing authority. Gretchen said something like moving the lift would be a substantial amount of money and sees it as more conflicting.  Martina said she will not vote on the Center for Living Board regarding the lift until the DCC has given her the approval. 
Tristan/David made a motion that Martina be allowed to participate on the Center for Living Board whereas the financial interests are not so substantial as to affect her integrity of the services to the County as an employee. So voted.  Gretchen yes, David yes, Leon yes, Tristan yes, Christine yes and John no.  Motion carries.
· Disclosure Regarding Register of Deeds: Martina presented the DCC with a disclosure stating that she was running for the Register of Deeds position.  
· Surplus Property: Martina would like to surplus some old equipment from the lab with no value some equipment from the Pest Management minimum value and old furniture. Sell things of value, discard the rest. A discussion was held. 
Tristan/David made a motion to surplus the inventory in the basement and go through the surplus property procedures to dispose of those items. So voted.  Gretchen yes, David yes, Leon yes, Tristan yes, Christine yes and John abstains.

John said there should be a list given to the DCC prior to voting to surplus any County property. 

David/Leon made a motion to reconsider the previous motion to surplus the inventory. So voted.  Gretchen yes, David yes, Leon yes, Tristan yes and Christine yes. Motion carries
David/Leon made a motion to reconsider the previous motion to surplus the inventory in the basement subsequent to the November 15th meeting after the County Manager provides the Dukes County Commissioners with a list of surplus inventory. So voted.  Gretchen yes, David yes, Leon yes, Tristan yes, Christine yes and John yes. Motion carries. 
· Substance Abuse Prevention - Update:  Martina said the Hospital and the Martha’s Vineyard Community Services met to strengthen collaboration.  They are working on creating a 24-7 hotline for assistance and also looking to organize another public forum.  
· Homelessness Prevention: Martina said there was recently one death in the state forest. Between October and January there is a gap for providing shelter. A discussion was held. Tristan said in a hurricane or catastrophic situation the towns open a shelter at the Oak Bluffs School and are working on one up island too. Gretchen asked how people are informed about the locations of the shelters. Martina said the newspapers are informed and the radio is incorporating the message to get it out too. Leon recommended printing a card with information regarding the services available. 

· Eastville Beach: Martina received a report from Melinda Loberg that the bridge construction will be finished at the end of October. The state will help with repair of the fencing. A discussion was held. Tristan would like to see the park like areas around the bridge maintained. John had concerns about the wording of the possible stone or plaque for the Convery’s since they donated over 5 acres. 
David/John made a motion to ask the County Manager to have a discussion with the Convery family and the Oak Bluffs Conservation Commission to come up a proposal and who will pay for it. So voted. All in favor. Motion carries. 
John/David made a motion to adjourn the meeting. So voted. All in favor. Motion carries

DCC meeting was adjourned at 5:30PM
Certified by:

______________________________

JOSEPH E. SOLLITTO JR., Clerk of the Courts

Documents presented at the meeting and part of the Official Records:

· Agenda

· Senior Services Lease Agreement
· Wording for Memorial Plaque
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